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There ccen te te =2 few mistaken ldeas currently about CONFAB
which I'é liks to stra ightnn UD...,0r, more properly, about CONFAB's
circulation. Sc thia is the dea-' CONFAB 1s not svalilable to anyone
on & subscripiion tacsls; there's no cash chargzsd or received for 1t.

It is daistribvated on o “trado only" basls, being mainly swapped for

other zinec fron ”thC¢ fan~eds, I
the trade busis isn't too atricily

o

it who don't publish anything, but
the thing in cone iorm or ancther.
small (about 50, or thercabouts) I
only these interesied in ;30°*v;nf
. themsclves or nobv. urat of the ac
hence the ™raodo only" method of
available to unon- Luﬂ"CJJ who will
it with an o nal letter
WHRYTa=o5 RIS UT Y
tion ia small
very aear to
lately with n
the situation
list who ‘qavcn
S0, sonmetime be
be revised. DMNew
are apparently no
your copy has & big
lagt copy unless 1 hear
Thie 1s3u¢ has a mlxture of
tWwo are purple wiilce the otl
horrible cld rurple pring aga*n.
the bluve, noel to mvﬂlﬁon the fuc
phan the purp,,. Agl Bich, iapofD
edvantage 1n o but in sor
the mainest rcqulrement.
regspect. Better tizon th
ChzATUAE FAi0: TER
didn't sce 1t. Dlck
letter thlzh Anyonic
of a doublo~feature Tor 754, Dick.
some time. IFf
indicate, pity the
elve projection egulpnent.
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pointed out,

elsc zeen the thing?

3~D movies &re on th
1hat have invested in that expen~

used the word "mainly" because
adhered to: soveral fans receive
who have expregsed interest in
Since CONFAB's clirculation is
naturalily want to send 1t ito

it, vhether they publish zines
Live fans are themselves fan-eds,
But it's still
ghow thelir interest in recelving
aticn, CONFAB's circula-
I 1ntend to keep it

hzs been growing a bit
the ligt. Bubt O balance
ans currently on the malling
ve been sending them GONFAB,
ssue, ny mailing list will
will be added and those who
ne ?iae wlll be dropped. So 1f
ling wragper, this will be your
the next month.
This page and the
I'm going back to
I den't see any advantages
that they cost qulte a bit more
color would be an
mething like this leglbillity is
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last
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in

colors.

And I think the purple 1s better in that
ne blues avallable around here, anyway.
% BLACK LAGOON played here recently but I

it rather unfavorably in his

It played here as part
First 3~D pic arcund here for
e way out, as the talk secms to

I @ién't pull too big a boner at
grocery company. Folks will
{SJontinued on the back page.)
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DEAN A, GRERNELL., 402 Maple AVe.,

seoliell, & dczen, aAnywAyo..

G

9c1“ duv Lac, Wisconsin

Thanks for ssnding COURLD #35. 's a nice magazine and I like
it,..chlefly bec2usec 1t makes intarestlng reading. That's a depart-
ment where so nary fanzines are woefully lacking. I think that's
the bagic factcr in all bhis COLuICVGPBy regards humor ve. Serious

):*
r-\]-

wongl TULUL?CJ,

-t the Tingl &h”ly is it doesn'* make tLoo much

differsnce wheoiler your magazine is humorous or not, eo long as it's

iﬂt@TCSuLnﬁo

. - - ., A
Somment ing on

e lette

ors. Dees Watklinse mezn that we are in

the same age-bDroceiot with G Corr? I'd say che was & few years
sléey, incomuch az shs's 2 g“"ndm” a couplo times over and I'm still
£0Me Wayd _;oﬂ what milestons {(in fact. 's terribly doubtful. if I
eveainEihl che CPGﬂUmm bui thut'u now what I mean) becavese my oldest
daughter Patb Just turned 8 in Jznuary. Russ' daughter Pat is still
some ways from that age 6o we Jov’b he fan grandads for guite a

Mos 2
while yet. FEuss practically
sgevwiae,. that ie.
Qh yeh--he gays that
1

lags.” I thin: he's com
refuses to divuige his ag
Arafited i 1942 which wsy
2 yazy or .o clidzr z¢ he'l

n;gy:d ;sur TERT

i
were o
80 Was

20 sack 0
&
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20 k-

org Ta .
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3.'.'... } 5§ ..1‘.7«.\..—.:.: vl o 9 vt
mudt read Fogo and dizcuss piu
v 3 s

a numper of ysars not

puts us in the same group Wiith EE Evans,

v "Boggze dossa't belong in our elderly
cuting on falge atatistlce. Boggs pointedly
2 bub “he onice let glip the fact that he was
14 have mode him at Isash 18 thean and maybe
8 up thers Heo.

X and caudid POﬂ"“BCLOH o B1llk that you

-----

sauraelf at one time"., Hey--~come to think of it,

thzre's comething uutor7v dreadful
colice end. Lo rate in hiag eoyes., one
losophers. Well, I've Aea.d Pogo for
513 do; and I've discussed philospphers

woo=~=cven aquchied Hezel in ithne original Gsrnman in a recent issue of

Grue=-tut 1f I heve Ten coche
good regardea, i :

+
+
{

7 Mod end Panic to get or keep Bertle's

124 that sald good ”qurdﬂ are aomething

I'11 have o angn . @omehow I Tind it bard tc class the
COjuLLUC‘ ;;y 1 el Hivcenhern along with things vital {o my mental
well-being. 2 of Zact, I think that if ¥ ever did anything he
approved cof it nl& menre hell out of me.

If he we Lo Lonpo asperolions at the puerils compmt1nors of
Had and Panic ieh 58 Ch, Orszy, Nubs, Madhouse, elc., then I'd go
along with hinp » onee. But the aforesaid Mad and rPenic centain
thinges that can afford mild amusement if you have a mind that is
re&aon&bly flexibls and fres of thle obscus’on to appear Adult In
A1l Thiange. #Matter of facht, Mad and P@n are read and enjoyed by
Boggs, Silverberg and Willic

ot think Bertie would class
G

c
1 and I
ry of them anmong low children of saventh fandom. Incident-
two of 3 ligte wilth ﬁoy;ovul—~V0ga and SF--~are
0 ) fans whée are act uotailv Tres Irom the
Sewen 22 T rAshl {age 135) and John Magnus

't and Peyechotic are hardly
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what 1'd call &th fzandom holcovors. Bub Hirschhorn’s‘basic philoso-
phy hes always doen "Tf 41t doesn't please me, then it’'s no damn
gocd.™ That's why it gives me 80 much pleasure to disagree with him.
And vyou lknow, of course, that this ponderousgly digniflied old
fogie HMirschhorn has poeelbly reached the vensrable age of 16 by now
nimself...or did you: Thal probably accounts for his frantle stirug-
leg 4o disasgocints himsslf from the shenanigans of thege unspeak-
able children. Some 14-7ear-olde take themselves very gserlously In-
dead--and a mood thing, too--nobody else does.

Which brinze ue to Mitty's letter and 1lt's siatement thail,
" . .54 Wood Has nanzh% bub scornm for all active fans while Grennell
aeems o love ‘s a1l and prafers 4o deel strictly wlth fan person=
aglities and projlccias 1n his publizations.” Well, not quite all,
Paul-~I have no regidual love wnatso-a~tall for the Bitter Young Man

“aword Wood. (There's anothsr fan who goes by the
's pot at all 1ike Edward Wood.)

—sm NS R
- wd

L

)

¢f Chileago, Mvry &
1ame of Bd Wood who o AWATA
T think yhen Grue f20 arrives you'll find some things not di-
rectly eoncormed with Tom personalities but vhen you've read sclence
fiction, as I have, For more years than Hirschhorn's been living-=-
gince 1929, to bz exact--it bDecomga touchesd with the familiarity
that ©reeds & bit of contempts. I 8gtill 1llke what impresses me as
gocd =Y but I doa't Feel impelled to read every story in Spaceways
or Vertex and comnrent exhaustively on them. I seem to have reached
the stage where I ecan taks it or leave it alone. People, 1n the
end, are more lnteresilag thoan absiract ideas. This may ba due to
the fact that I'n veople nysell ond not an abstract idea (no matter
I can’'v gesn Loloce much danger of SFandom belng

¢

= g
g%plgited Tike Bovia fandon a8,. .50 1L nsver have the huge diroves
oki S;an; wet made ine i roun oo profusely. In this
case, thersz's cofety than in numbers.

{({Am incls "interesting reading” is

,/$SS§IL" Lﬂz whether 1%'s humor or ser-
;ggz;— bl ?ayé t@e_wherewithall to write
inte: Ry » guyle, judgling from the current
CYroD-. 7) orv diatence from bsing a grandme
gys§?fo 2] Cr Linda Just recently hit 6. #
dan’'v et ;omed about Had, but I did enjoy the

counle copnies Might be more of a fanatic on the

su?jec@ﬁt?cugh 17 the Curn thing was distributed here. Only
?hx?g Loy seom to corry here is Nule z2nd one or two more of
f?ﬁ‘r ik ﬂ?u%sf # Cuccs I've resched the “take it or leave
100 cteZe ol of rooding toz, although I haven't beenm readiry it
quite cc long s you, dad--since 1940 or so, I gusssh The
only pro-clisor I cupnort regularly is Mr. Mines, and he's
gﬁppinl?; corto celdon ncv. | Plelr up an occadional Galaxy if
Q.l.m feeiling pordlculorly flush, No doubt everyone will agree
with my cholze of rags.))
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o rahtarded mental development."
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Ge M. CARRE, 5319 RBollzrd Ave., Sedtilie 7, Washe
The most cemment-werthy Ltcd L0Lin time is the increasing in-



t;rssp_arornﬁ Slerice's CHILUHOOL'S END. It seems styrangs that with
all tiis comment zbhoult the story, no one has yet mentioned the most
obvicuvg thing. It 1s o wery clever exposi lon of one of the oldest
religious dochxinos, or sghould I say “myths" to be carried down in-
tact from earliy beginnings.

The pnySJL&+ appearance of the "Overlord" should have basy the
give-2wny, hacause Cls rke hag quite openly identlfied him with the
conventional ;*cturc oi the deovlil--a2ll black, complete with horns
and tall--and deplictad him as very perauasive and in complete dom-
ination of this planatl.

Actuhlly, tRis sLory is a very clever expositlion of the doc-
;n» of Saton's Fzll and the Beatific V¢8101, and Clerke does it s0

..

SRilifully thot 1t noased complotely over their heads. At least I

>

agsvme 1t mus? have, beocause otherwige why weouldn't soncbody have
menvioned it? I suspose it was put over sc oblliquely that it would
pass over the ordirsry fan enthusiast, however 1 zuspect there is a
two-Told reaszen iht coulde Firet, there iz an appalling ignorance of
1"ell..g_ours deetrine, {the basic and twadwtlonal wekaouL 128 of doe-
trine) and, scccﬁdly, tho burgeoning peeudo-"athelen® which is nat-
ural to the post-zdolescent. Avytning which appears to bolster a

brealing & auey from carly rellgloug Inziruciions comes asg & welcome

(5 Y R

gift at this porlied, and at a svperficial glance, Clayke's book doss

appear vo loox down the usose at co "“ﬁuiOHlL b071o-.
Howecver, Clorke's descr! n*’on of the culmination of the human
s _‘l

racs in & race oFf iomo Superior ie a atriking parallel of the tri-
waph of the humszn coul over the 2nimal body which ccataing it. The
gorroy of the "Overiord" ot hils physical inability to partlcipate in
the advancement +this new Homo Supsrlor hag grow into, is per-
haps the most understondable praacntaticn cf Satan's pu lshment that
I have ever rzad cortainly his deacription of the "Rapture"” and
the braaking un ig plunot is omse of the beat I've ever sesn.

In fact, ke suc tn meking the "Beatific Vision" seem 1ike the

o
biliss it L5 sunn

|*! () () k} e

o Te.
Clarke cubr =z Lla themo with a few sahx;n"c"ul changes %o
make it gulitablo p D57 seignoe fiction, He chanmes the devil Irom
a Jpirituzl b«,n" $0 an exwra-terrestisl and the GngLble candldate
for the RZeatific Vislcn from the Individual human belng 40 the

human race. IJul :

: of these can t“l .8C8 . he sure put cver the
trémendous drara of Lucifer's loss boing humenity's gein.

({Zlave you moved ageln, or aid you gusﬁ grap the wrong
s ! i ed 0 ke your

rubber starn? I know thet "S5319 Ballard”
address, but theovght that “832) - 3let m.d. M™ras the current
one.  ¥our latter dig do ome thing for/to me, GlM: 1t prodded
me into Tinally reading CiHILDHCOD'S ND nyaels Can't say
whether Cinrie's "exspogition" would have gone ovor my head or
not. as I alreszdy had soie prePormed idea 5 about the story from
o"; lebticr wefcre rsading it. bu+ I don't suppose Clarke
Hould have S0 Be Lo oplicue to pa “over many & modern head.))
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Ganlsy, aolla. Brodlsy, Haroon
are?

Generally spca
an abundancce of orc 1lnitoiors n
Crudzines. Youthful eantuus

madly into the midst o* 194
worth whatsosver. It
wlth no forethought
(2) Coentribvutors, (4) Ma
fandon with an unreadavle {(both
and guality of W"uCPL@l)
iar “"house ads" inside wa

sterisl Py (5

rmn UB

f wondering how cluer;y such

ag to (1) Money,

aking 1 agrec wlth Hirschhori.
wwarly so much tho as down-right

nusiasm leeds numerous 14 yeer olds to dash
he maelstrom with hapless creationa of no

(2) Method
Schedule. et

collection of sheets of paper.
that we'dare not miss the next 12

confeassing may become a new fanni.sh
peoples as Willls, W.Paul
Chuck Herris, Bob sShew and Kessler

I haven't noticed

seers that they are suddenly "inepired" and

of reproductlon,
c.. etc.;, present

from standpoints of rsproductlon

The famril-

issues 80 wny not subscribe" and that "frea lance work 1s sollicited".
T

Usually we are -ssured that
is often an outf°"*ors 204 and the
culation, offera o "prize
5 subscrliters,

of which can persusde anyone Lo

21l stories are new"
in order to increase cir-

% of & free 1011ypon to whomever secures
which contest reczived approximately 2 enti*tes neither
talle & copy as &

editor

alBo. The price

glft. Tnere are-

ne rly 95 sub zilncec in exis L:ﬁch today,. an astonishing nuinber when i

4. LA oA -
"LO"‘ .'-g_. ff‘.’?u b

servation,

one

you think
reconEzeng

T b.l)v k)

T'm nclﬁuvo uo disapres wi

Zeeps editc,;al comment to a mini

the zine is an laferior ono. thob

is a neo belng careful not L. be
edit or alid in eliting somethlng og

ubors Go thie worl Why the hell

i35 11«.’-1. (W

with |Gelig.
nimua doas nJu 1ec0“barilj mean that
hwa lacke
Juvenile.
sain I in
should T publish & Tanmag just to

The m

")GJ. 3

precssed to find 10 which one can

ere fact that one

a4

onziity" or that he

Frankly, when and if I
tend to

let the contrib-

A

have a plac2 to ramblc on about varrlous and uundz'y iteme of interest
waen i can do thz same thing in o naoﬂd; eloe's aine wnd be called
a "eolummisi" Tor Lv? I'm reforr-ng to & subzins turallye

e Gels" coulsssicn of being wmred: While hv'we malking sur~
voys, vhy nst one Uo dotocrnine the gercentags of married to unrarried !
fen? Could break it doun foyiher imto a00301ies such as Widow/
Wldower, Confirzsd Rochelor/ Zplnsier, Homossiual, Women Hater/Man
Hator, Prude and ¥awcholegical guirk for thooo uvnnarried.  Should be
interesting, goert oI & itoned down famnlsh Kineey HReport.

({Not mueh I can add to your reagons i'or an abundance of
cruozﬁnes excent an Amen, 7 | Your hOﬁQQELLb about various
fans' ages, plus your sugzgestion of a fan-type Kinsey Report,
glve me an Ldca Tor o wondarfully egevooful Tannish project.
My namo will go down in faanlsh history. On sscond thought
though. I nrotably won't be able to get around to it for a

while sc I Lo
type fons in the andlence.

well pass the ldea on for any embitlous-
My project? A

fannish Who's Who,

complets with name, address, age, marital stztus. and all

owhter poartinsth and lompertinent infermation on every ‘ecurrent
fen. MNo mere wondering. ‘Wosk-ager and old-tlmer alike will
ko expoccd Tor all Lo sea. (mlght oven be able o work up a
vory proflts sidaling of ckmoil from eoms of the info

Dtﬂlnedu} Ang cT goures 1% rculd be photo-offaset so pilecs of

gach fan could e printed. ‘nc, wivh the biz turnover 1n

BMiccn; It would have %o Lo 5 anmual publi 1*‘03 naturally.

. m

72



& form gu::t;au'irs Lo cachr fan will get a2ll the nsces-~-
nformacion. How what eun I offered for the exelusive
e T g poteat project?))
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e neW el gong -~ That's a Moray."
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RICHARD GEI3, 2031 Norith Hicslgsippl, Portlend 12, Oregon

Right ewey hefore 1 eay a“vthing else, I'd better seay some-
thing in my ¢sfense aboul that remark in my last letter in #35. I
o

7l e
refer to nmy statoment Jfau oldexr fane hed more writling telmys than

younger ones., 40t iga't quite what I meant. I should have said
that older fans uvsuzlly have & wMore hl&ﬁlj developed W”*"ung ability.

This is obvicuzsly beosuse they have “the mature outlook® and because
they have tﬁr01”q th yearv JPJﬁtOn more , and thus have had more
practice. Anzd 1'll ctop before I pubt my othor foot into ite
Ah...nr. Grcanc]l, glr....3ou moy prefer to be ryed than pru-
dent, but would you prefer to be ryed than President And, to00,

Tirewoisr czn be very detrimental Lo your health, Iou may hecome
i1l 2nd then wonder "hfu cn earth ales you. Then, ciyr, you may even

die And when they lay you in vour L°d° I'11 say. "Alss, poor
C”Gva,», he couldn's say "nfn’“u But they may be percepiive

pooplc: ther noy Lury you next Lo 01d CGrandad.e O0OF course you may
nov even dlg¢ o =van be ili. Y¥ou could g2t a lot of sympathy, tho,
2F rew ﬁ%“mp“fﬁ

T'¢ betior ziop before you blow your corke.
Bob I likze that CORPAB 1050 ?sry much. Also like <the biue
prind. I'm using too nowr, aftor zeelns it In GRUER and BLEEN. I

been convem*ea. tndergiond, tho....I n 8% 171 a bov
L WARNING: Do no’s £eo THE GREATURE FAOw THi BLACK LAGOON. I
wasted §.90 on 1% 106t nlght and feel chasated as hell.

i
3td!
n
”

({And what could I cay to gcmething like that?))

A e e e S A A RIS SR A ST R S S S 3 ;.&i&%i%&%&%&ii%ii&iﬂ
a1l right, éiscr! © bscause I'm only 20% years old."
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VERNON L. HcCaAIlM, Iou S$76, Hellozy, Idaho

Very promising meg you have here. Infinitely superior to MOTE.
I won't go inbtc éatails on ny oninlon of CONFAB since I 've already
dons 80 in the next REVIAW, but I prediect bright thlngs for it. I
have a very froternal fscling towsrd CONFAB. It ma uches REVIEW in
so many aspecets of 2ditorial pollcy and handling that I rather think
of them as ecister magazines {(bhis is fraternal?) tho I must confess
I prefsr CONFAE. Secms I outsmarted myself. Original idea behind
REVIEW was to evsatually grow into a letterzine, &lso.....but 80
many bhad bsen lzunched recently with sad results and finally explred
after frultless plezg for 1ettews....uny izind of lietters....that I
thot I might sort of glide into il backwards as did VOM....whlch as
you know was fandom's only sueccsaoiul ‘eguu‘zipo orior to CONFAB and
vhich origlnally was the letitsy calriun of Ii MACINATION and later
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!no I expected to print whatever letters came
uclly let them come tou domipate the mag while
the other sectl npen!s moyre and more. But it's been an uphlll
struggle. Quobnl stters (ono reason for not czlling it a letter-
zZine was Lo av G h&v:ng +0 orint everything that came in since many
letters aren't worth the gpace) are few and far between it seems,
mozt of my mail telrg devoted to too personal items to quote. So am
now working on the tenth legue of REVIEE and here CONFAB has accom-
pilshed in 1tz third issue vhet I set out vo do, by the slmple and
obvicus @svic: of announcing it was a letterzine, 4s I sald, I out-
gmarted mys2li. OFf course, yocu may have a slightly laraar circula»
tion than nsVIRY, which. admituedlj, would help, but I'm not that

Interestad in doveleping & l,uu°rzin Just to scc the record ”
strelghi, by the way the "lirited® part of REVIZV's "limited circu-

tecams a fmu o

Lol

- <)
in on REVIEW and greo
on

‘—‘ .:;‘ C-"- O

LN ]
laticn" is scoething of @ fietion. I have never urned down anyone

who wanted to trnde and friends who I am particularly interested in
having receivz :ls zagazine, such as hedd Bozgs, get 1t whether they
have anything to trads or not. It's true the clrculation was only
thirty for the firsi four or five iesues, but when my trade list
grewv’ too lerge the run went up to its present total of forty. 1
haven t had any real need tc issue more, so far, though 1f and when
I 6o I'11 have Welle jump it o fifty., The 1ist of ceople who re-
celve the mag lg consvanisly cnwrblnu as new mags ore received and
olé ones luapse. Onp reason why - 'm able to keep the circulation
dovn ig that T don't keed 5“nd?ng canies for sic or nine months on
the ¢off chance the edltor is still nublishlng, I have nc trade list,
al

26.-8uch, 2rd, vwhile' T91) uaua¢ly carry any trade ror st least cne
extrz igsue, i the interval since i've last heard from him %totale

tne lengtn of <ime Deuvwesn Ulhirce issuss then he just gulits recelving

the nagazlne. The meg's "trade cnly” policy ien't too ztrictily en-
forced. I've sent.a counle of sample coples to people who wrote and
agked for them, altho having no‘hlq¢ to trade, and I'm perfectly
wilLinc s keep sendlag the maz trce to anyong wWno snowq regular
signs of inthﬂﬂﬂu, trade or no. It's just that fandom's most inter-
eating and acitlve fang tomd to bs ed$tora and hy establishing a
trade only pelicy I thus 1irit ASVIEW's circulation to an inner circle
of highly acilvs fans wio are ths onses I wish to reach,

What originally :“volr :d this lettsr was CCLFAB 2. I was

very surprissd to sce somehody auc“yi g whether I was hich Lupoff,.
Now I've been arziizad cf Lelng many individuals, and vice versa,

during my farnish carcer {in one instance, I actuelly was) but thero
was always scmz o071 Lraccaile reascn for the opinlon. But I'm
thorouchﬂ ryetifisd in the caze of Lupafl of whoae exlistence I am
only vaguely cwars 22 a2 soncbize conbrlibutor to MCTE. I don't even
recalid an3+3143 z's written, for sure, but I'm pretty positive

hig writing styls kS r‘mctoly similer to mine. So 1'm very cur-
iovs, indegd, @ uO vizre the ldea originated. Illumination, pleass?

) LS &

What is your a2ze limit in this FAN-DADS thing? Belng more
than threo mentha yourssr than thig creakingly aged Gels character

Ll LS

I regard ayseif as siill & young sprout although I must admit it is

v

ellghtly vmba':&a'n; te c'op a:ﬂ rgalize cne ls twice as 0ld as

certsin 1cadin; Seventi Fandom fans. I know 1t came as & shock
back irn 1951 when I stospcd ond Titured up just how old Calkins was
when Pearl fﬂrbO“ plungad us inco H$WIL, uub, holl, some of tnese
characters weren't even born tlhci.| I gucss there's no avolding

o



that old proverh “hvery {4y in every way I'm getiing older and older

An in gener3l agreemcnt with much of what Hirschhecrn says but
he certainly veakened nhlc case whon he lists VoGA anong the goocd
na2gs ('x judgement with which I thoroughly agree sven the it has
folded) and then adds thel thsse are "all pubbed Ly older fans or
Gth fendom holdovers". By what yardetlick is he measuring? Joel
Nydehl the editor of VIGA will soon bs an ancient 16....he was £if-
teen during the latfer half of ViGA's 1life, and a2 hoary 14 when he
launched 1t sbiortly-after enter*ng fendon with the advancse guvard of
7F {and at the same ago at which e sold that story to THAGINATION).

Lupoff's mention of an Cquj movie fandom similar to ours is

ot the infoe...

somnebth i*; I'vg novepr heard cof....vwonder where hs g o
I've reed wlidzly oo movies and GVGPVﬁhlng connectad with them and
never ran across Lt. Pspracnelly I'd be very lanterested in having
guch & group. iovises intercst ne troneﬁdcusWV sven 1 I do react to
the average Hollywged product lilte £ do e the latsst issue of SCI-
EECE STOLIGS or SF PLUS. Bub vurvthing cennectsd wlth movies or
interest thercia, especlally mevie Tandom, ls toc ghanash for my
as+c. &35 an interesting and stimulating (s bvetinc a} art form I
doa't think they can be topred z2nd I could wrilte endlesc artlieles
Y~abous them of the sano sort I do for ﬂ"tzlncs, it excepnt for an
/ Bcga:icngl veniurg Ln FATA cn somsihiing I think pight particularly
/ int@rest thet g;ouz, I 2aver bother. ¥he's interssited® Hy own
aomewnat anslysic Pl vics, comingz a3 il does about
halivay belween rneolings a?ﬂﬂch"sb;zchen ado-
lesaenin and Lhc clcqucnce of the "art musi triumph over
crass conrerclali Intellicetuals,. seens (0 b2 & unlique re~
action.  I'd aiso see & sbi-type jozz Tondor of the same
Lype. bubt, while an i lesnt jazz fandonm exlets they Jo 'u take
naturally to Lypowrid & paper llke gtfans de., 3o I have vo
keep writing abcub &3t ASTOUNDING and "who will Lake QUANDRY'S
place", raclhing my for o nev eagle vhen I have dozens of
uwawritten artlcics ng ot gubjecius no cue elgz is Interested
in, Panunsd fructr
May I procia viigus in never haovling thot of you as
being 16 years ¢ld von when yjou were A6 since I didn't know
you then eitho I = DLO)uDlI knew you when you were clossr

to thaol age vhan aud
Or did you, naoyhe, 2 your age vwnsn we first started cc*%eo—
poncling back in 1G)G How rnany peopls whe cipmlus you asg & Tth
Fandom prcduct lmow you ware ﬂﬂnﬁl'n¢ your toess in fendom way back
when Sixth FPandom wac I % extablished? At any rate, if you
dign't mentizn your ﬂcatlo:cd enough akout your work and
the ingression yow were o couple cf years

‘e olse who hae commentsd on bhe subject ).

2

your nome 1iife “nain
older than I, wil rect.

({7 fraternal zister-zines is mutual,
_H:S> Vernon. nspir d 4o & grest xtent by ideas you

% S

EVIEY. You Lwy gcongider yourself a

exnressed and

godiather, F > toc was surprized to leern he wes con-
gidered SEAIN 7 onFED “e?ieve Pauvl Hittelbuscher ex-
resaes b helleve ion 't know on whal he basged lbo i
Aze 1lim 235 £ you are auddenly shocked i
realize ¢ld as ceriain {Fan s yougellg"

ibie, man, you're eligib 2 kabld nct meny are awvare



L

cf my earlier fannish toe~dabblings, Vernon. Ycurs wasg my._
first contact witli cnother fan, after youxr letier was printed
in cne of the Thrilling mags offering to initiate anyone into

the mysterios of fandom. Needless b say. I proceeded to get
initiated. kabvter of fact though, my first toe was dabbled
bacic in 1945 with subs to ACOLYTE and a few others whose names
T can'’t recalil offhand, but for some unknown reason the bug
didn't bite me then, # I just realized---since you initlated
me into Tandom and inspired my zine, you doubly qualify as
godiather. A double shot of Old Grandad, or somothing.))
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GREGGE CALKINS, 2017 - 1lth St., Santa Monlca, Cg.lii‘o

You can Quote me as uayiné that Chilqhood s End" is one of
the poorest "end of civilization" (our civil ivatwon that 18) stories
that I've ccme across. Or, if you call it a mutant theme" you can
call it tne poorest story in that category, toco. I must coniess
that I see little of any real value in 4Artbur C. Clarke's writing,

Tthe only story of his I ever appreclatsd being “"Againet the Fall of

/ Night". I loved this story, a;though I must confess conly half of

it was any geod. The firf‘ ft concerning the éylng cliy and the

¢lovdless sky. was quites go vhe latter hzalf, lousy. Clarke has

little or ne ir=gination c alng allen races. Congidsr the ex-
s about the first contact with
rzuich of ovy own, and then read
ctberistics oX ithelr own.
lJ 1’ "l‘k@p.oOI’ a].' uri_
an't understand what is re-

25 ars equally lacking.

; bere io my case for covers. If you mall

your mag la an cr"c¢“ & you need no cover. If you mall 1t llke

00PS, one 1ls dasirable. Wwever, there 1z no good reason why a

magazine sheRld not nave & cover—-not a single reascn--while 1t 1is

guite eacy to think of any numbtor of reason for having a cover. I

should think that would sotbtle tha argumcnt.

As far as Cesn A. Gremell's letter gozs, don't join FAPA.

Of course, LT you alrecdy know a 1ot about that orge nizstlon, you

know your ows: ming; buit if you're open for dlscussion, let me tell

you & thing or 1vo. “““j
. eoeio. I'm a FAP, and to tell you the truth, I'm not ek all

[e e ’\.7
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L
cellent thzoss “cne by other
aﬂc*wﬂﬂ TAC%. Or even 2 10n
Clarke's. #His aliens lack 5
He Az lilis il ‘wn to J;om all Chinca
cans e I3

>3
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sure what I'x: dcing bherc. Sonetinmes I think that most of the

other merbers fesl the seme way. FAPA scems to be sort of a splotch
geraped off of the top of fandom and set off by liself to decay.

All the fens te; Jear are there, pht”@uCLﬂg and probably all

ow will be therse when they've begun to decay. /f
The only actl s l_fe is bLrought about by the new and young fans
who have heard =o mueh about the organization and are just bustling
over themselves to be able to joln. Well I remember the Hoffmanie !
spread drom onoe end of the malliing to the other when she first
Joined. And whoere is ghe =ow? 4 so2ll Zine now and then, no more.
Buroze, once thoe ghreat ghold of fi:’::...ngere is he? An occasional

(g}

«3

L

O
the fans cf tomo“
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mOT1088. DOZS 0P WG, nothing mors., And 80 on withthe rest. True,
~2ally )Tuxg po To3 zlong, making FAPA what 1t should
nnelli, @ 5é...but the rest are elther remarkably

: f 17
uninspired or dismally dbli- "Trioge that ¢o bestir their stumps
snouzh o publlish ::16 “talk about things fannish, and to me 1t

seems that they zre G orT :1L ?’ £ind enough to say. I confess I Tind
the sane to be trus with &g

I cannob t;:uutly uai got one-half as much enJoymnent out of
FAPA 23 I o cut of DuJquaing 00PS. Nor do I believe the other

-

atili-active Tannine pub1¢snﬂrs feel any different. DBoggs is slightly

differcnt, oi COUrse, having gone whe way of Burbee and lznsy in his

retreat Intec FAariA, and I doubt very much if he would find as much
ac -b"m in L;Q nsines of today as he found in those of yesteryear.
erhape thls ig the reazon for his retreat. Bul do not get me wrong
1

T VH

abcou Dvut A ntﬁ—~~,*“uO£ is easivy the nost capable magazine L
have ever ¢4 & .but I find it hard to fit it in with today's
edop of Tapsinas .
Pernans you
and not the bad...or nern
aéd your efforts to the hope less ust ot exnrlcatﬁng it from 1t own
morass, But I doubt it. I'm staying in FAPA for a while yet--
nogsibly bsecauss I, oo, havs hopes, but more probably because I
1ike very much the u"cqurueon of one or wwo of the members--but I
shouldn't be st 2ll surprissd if I dida’t plck up my ach ivﬁty again

u...parh ps you'd see only the good points

the next tine Vou kiiow that pimlntva oléd cry: Ywhere
are tha suows oM Well, they've turned to sludge and
gtarted puidlis: S ]

Before I as a “serlous constructive Tan" and
critizized fov atiaci cn FAPA and Arthur . Clarke" let
me t21l you i at ilg wrong with me. You see, I like 1o
read sciencg-7

((ilot teing o FAPAR myself, I'm open to all sort of
discugnicn on the subjsct, be it Tavorable or otherwise.))
S R TR e R A R e T R e e e T B e L I s B L A R A e A R kK L
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RICH LUPOFF, 20292 5. Bayohiore Drive, Mlami, Florilda

voe it gocmz TO hie Uh the pl*ce of & mag like CONFAE is that
qflatiaey rple o8 cs.;ontstcﬂ son fandom, vhile not actually being a
part. . of it. Jhat say te tl my enclient of days? To expand a bit,
it scens to & finition fandom must concern itseli not
with 4te=2lf b it is fandom of. When it stops fan-
ning what anni&~, it ceases to be 2 fandom, and
T

6 6w
ey
IJ‘
o

pecomes mersly & Gr ‘ndividuzls who enjoy each others' company,
be it personal, through bhc mail, or by meanes of puollcations such
ag CoHFAB., I anm neither condemning wnor supportilng this condition,
Just pointing it outb. CNTAR and Jour visws as pr esentod therein,
nalke it POu a stf~fan:¢;e, but a fan-fanzine. You are not a sti-

*‘J
(O]
)
-2

fan, put & fan-~

Ge t+L“r t0 Bert Hiwrachhornls atbhack on current fandom, I
vhink I might hove & little w ilia to sa&y, as I became interested




fennineg oho:tlj btefore the changeover, and had a falrly good look
tho last group heiore the c renu one took over. First, I sug-
lock outeiio fandom Ifor possible factors. Assuming the aver-
sofan to be 16 (ah, a few more menths and 1'1ll bs an aged 20,

e %0 look buock condescendingly upon foolish teenages) suppose we
k at what was goling on during the seven formative years, 8-15.
954 nzofan hzd thip period from 1946 to 1953, during the cold~-

e A 10”“ neofan aﬁphrﬂcnced the same years of development
“o 1948, a perlod of leading~up-to. fighiing, and ending
s gh “1 ,octwar honeymcon, and the development of the cold
war. In cth rds, 4%nsofen had experilenced a nauch more variablejf
werldé than S4 who have l&vai most of theilr conscious lives =
in & falrly st vorlds Thls may account for greater maturity in
the previoua ere tian the currd nt oneg, if indeed such greater

maturity really existed.

There is also the factor that until 1950 or '51 a stf readsr
w28 almost always sneered at, that & stf fan was usually what fan
is short for, z fanatic. Sbf fwns vere psople who (to guote HLGo1ld)
Yinow and love ssienco flctilon” With the coming of the boom, stf
readerehip balloonsd, becune if not admirable at least acceptable.
In came a flood of casuel preaders., and from it & flood cf casual

ans, people who dld not "“Kaow and love" sclience fictlon, but who
Tcre1y had g slightly-ereater-than-passing interest in it. You may

find scme corralation betwsen the daues of the boom and the coming
of currént-type fandcm. Now that the boom seems to be deflatling
once more, there may bs & reversioa in fandom to people who "K&L®
from the cwreont rnsuzT ~type foan, As I peid in the last CONFAB,
thils is somcthing of a c'o‘rw o gomaone who would 1ike to see the
pleasures of gif, and nordlcularliy of stfanaing, spread. Yet I
think it will bo a ncflta" thing for fondom 1o he smaller. Less
extensive fonning, pcrhaps, buv more intensive.

w

~ A
Y]

PR A -0 M O
H o O o (v cr
:3\.

oy

Sute i"f; o

((I£, vy your definiticn, you require that a stfan and
a ptfanzine cconcorn themselves strictly with sclence-flction
to the cusluslon of cthey fans and Tanzlnes, then I am most
definitely o Tan-fan and CONFAB 1s a fan-fanzine, Maybe I'm
unique, tut I musb confess to being more interested in the
doings of othor fang than I am in & critical z2nalysis of a
pro~anu“o”s VOrES or a di%cusc;on ol the 1mportarce of de-

v e propellant, For me, fandom serves

nb a place where I can spout off and
whethsr I'm talking about space travel
be it then--I'm a fan-fan. # You
e earlier years of ¢ development
1eo of maturity, but I'm wondering
v “"formative years" hltting the
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CHARLES Lk% KIDDLE, 10€ Dunbham St., Norwich, Conn.

...1 was quite amazed at the reaction to ycur and my age.
God. fellows. just because we're past 25, doesn't mean that we are
aged.! Fen-dads,., indeed. I bet I could show a lot of the younger
cet a few +things still! However, I must admit, that when down at
the ian-~Vet Convention yesterday, David Kyle and 1''sat to one side

Il

and commented on the younger set there, I did feel my years:

({Apparently the baring of some of the elder fannlsh
heads caused a bit of a stir in the younger set. Many didn’'t
seem to aware of our exlsitence, but now we gssem to have come
into our own. But whether for better or worse, I’m not quite
sure rigiht now.))

N A de e B AR e e et e iR R R e N RN R AR AR R R AR R R R A it de b

"perhape you could glve me a few pointers on how to become 26,"
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JACK HARNESS, Cochran Hall, kMeadville, Penn.

s.e¥Yes, a letterzine 1is a good idea. Next to an apa, 1t 1s
the thing Tor a tired trusinessman to do. Tho, of a great surety,
subzines are the backbone of fandom, stlll a letter/apazine is a
very casy, and perhaps more rewardlng, thing. Lasier to blow off
steam in and, 1T you work it right, the cquivalent of letters which
might tzke more %Size. I have seen letterzines which have satlsfled
ny need for an answer from & perscn; I wrote back feeling happy.

«.«1 thinik this aboul covers for GONFAB (in particular). Wwhy
not a hait or third cover? ... I have seen good and bhad full-page
art covers, covers with blocks of print--the wlld-halr type, covers
with just the name of the zine, covers with name and a geometrical
design, covers with the zins's name in bleek letters with the text
beginning immedietely below; 211 these can be good or bad. The
thing to do ls to make what you do use dlstincilve.

It's 2ll right for CGrennell to tell how he does puns. I do
it too, and drive cven my cleosest friends to distraction. I perhaps
mull over something I or, more olten screonse else, has sald that
strikes me ripe for a pun. In 15 seconds, uh, listen--fizzling out
of my mouth. i'or examnple, a friend of mine told how, in chem class,
he was digsetisTicd with his Elichner funnell. He declded to adapt
it Into & Ventuiri kind of sihaust. So I came up with... Nothing
venturlied, nothing druiincd. 85y @s heCKReese

As to Beri--well, there is no focus of attention. However,
there is a gocd zroug of newer fansg who, llke Dean and Gels Who,
have much ballwize. In fact, I suspect the total of thelr output
may turn out, hindsighiwise, to have been the true 7th fandom. Hmmm?

To my mind, Clarke mlssed a bet when he divulged the nature
of the Overlords. A more appealins (to me, perhaps others) plot
could have been made by utilizinx thelr __ nature than that in-
verted cause-ciiect goof~-idea. At any rate, that revelation
(their demonic visage) was the real cllmax, and the turning polnt
of the novel. I lost sane laterest toward the end, but it had some
really new approaches that I didn’'t want to miss.

12



((In case anyvone notices a slight lack of coniinuity
in your letter, Jack, I should explain that 1 widlded a
mighty editorial pencil and excerpted thles much from five
pages of your zany stuff. Whews ;# HMaybe that’s why 1 llke
a letterzine. I can btlow off my steam without worrying
about losing subscribers as with a subzine. # I hope that
gome of my correcpondents are accepting CONFAB as nartial
answors to their letters lately. Like Grennell, I've come to
the conclucion that I can glther pub a zlne, or carry on a.
prolific corregpondence or contribute to other zinss. 1 can
do & passable job on cne ot a time; I can even sluz along
wlth two at a time; but absolutely not all three at the same
time. I've only got two speeds--and the other one is a heck
of a 1ot slower than this. # I must admit that CIIILDHOOD'’S
SND was 2 1ittle disappointing for ma. I teco thouzht that
the endlnr seemed rather anticlimactic. Hagbe I was expect~
ing too utch after the prailse I'd heard.))
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"Please accept this note instead of that letter I ows you.
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HARLAN ELLISON, 41 East 17th, Columbus 1, Ohio

...l hope you will vardon my exuberance, but I'm touting a
thing called DI«uNSIONS which will e out soxotime before the middle
of May. Perhape a et worde aboul DIIENGICNE would orove of mutual
interest to yowr readership.

In DIGENSZIONS {(you'll notice we don't abbreviate the name) we
re peuring out all the Adeas that have been gathering for five
years in fandom. In DILEN3IONS we are geiting prepared 4o spring
gome gurprises that willl realily whilstle 2nd sling as we cut ‘em
looge. We're rezily cnthuscd zbout this prcject--—-as enthused as
we uere as neofans come yeays back when we started SCILNCE FANTASY
BULL=TIN. This letier Laon't ballyhoo, since we are not accepting
subscriptions to DIL.GNSICIE. We cul the readership of DILZHSIONS
down from the close-to-i000 ithat read 3FS to a nest 200. Those are
the folks who gave uc sncouvragenent or material or for some other
reason won themselves dear to our heart. DBut DL4INSIONS, though
closed to the idle reader coming in from Hari Wolf's colunn, will
stlll be & vital znd constructive force in the fleld of fanzines.
Nothing wlll bse guite cigetly llke any other fanmrg Las done iteeo
ag 1t was dirfferent iu 3B in the past.

eosThe cld SFB has bosn rovamped from the megnetlc soles of
its space bocte rizht up to the tip of its antenna, and the best
featwes of the old have ween prescrved with the aquisiltion of the
nsw, We sort of think 1t willl rock fandon.

Commenis and suggeectlong are requestied on bended knees., All
the support in the worlid 1s what we chlefly need.

¥

N

((Sorry to have to cut your letter dowm so much, Harlan,
but ghad--~a three vage pluzg? 7 Lots of luckx wilth the zine.))
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8till have to eat when they aren't going to 3-D movies....or maybe
even reading sf, for that matter,

looks like the fenzline field is losing a few of its ditto
exponents. Dsan Grennell has swutch to a Gestetner mimeo. Not that
I blame him, actually. I'@ probably do the same if I had the oppor=-
tunity. And now Ray Thompson is coatemplating m&meography. Woe
ig us, Gels.

1'd stl1l1l like to get lion Fleshman's current address. Anyone
know it%? I'm clear up 4o here in fanzinee that I'm holding for him,
Also 1’d 11ke to Tinagle him out of scme more of those zany cartoons
like I used in the second lssue. Heal cool.

How I envy these fans who make such casual references to
vriting letters, cutting stencils, or reading the latest sf "“down
at the shop'. Now why couldn't I have had the foresight to have
latched onto & job with such opportunitles.

Back in about a2 month.
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